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Key points: 

 San Diego schools invest Title I money to incorporate arts in reading, core content 

 Engagement, behavior, academics improve, especially among struggling students 

 Community arts groups plan lessons with classroom teachers 

San Diego arts program boosts behavior, academic achievement 

After incorporating arts in core content instruction, discipline referrals at one Title I school plummeted from 100 last year to 
15 this year, said Caroline King, program director for the Learning Through the Arts Initiative in the San Diego Unified 
School District. 

"They attribute that to the arts ... to keep kids involved and engaged," King said. 

In 2014, at the direction of Superintendent Cindy Marten, San Diego invested $3 million of its Title I money to arts 
incorporated in reading, English/language arts, social studies, or science. The district also worked with the California 
Alliance for Arts Education. Most schools launched their Title I arts integration programs in early 2015 or at the start of SY 
2015-16, King said. 

While the district is still collecting data, participating schools report stronger communities of learners with engagement 
spilling over across the curriculum, said King and Tara Graviss, executive director of Arts for Learning San Diego, an 
Affiliate of Young Audiences. 

In another Title I school, King visited a kindergarten class and said she could hardly tell which seven children had IEPs. 
"They were highly engaged and collaborating with their peers," she said. 

While painting patterns with four different colors, children displayed social skills, asking, "May I have the yellow paint?" 
"Yes." "May I add on to your pattern?" 

Students also honored their peers' artwork, which King called every student's masterpiece. 

"These things don't show up on a test score," she said, although some participating schools also reported improvement on 
their developmental reading assessments. 

San Diego is following Letter to: Title I State Coordinators, 113 LRP 30534 , 11 TITLEI 17 (ED 2013), from Monique 
Chism, now deputy assistant secretary for policy and programs. She wrote that "an LEA may use Title I funds to support 
arts education as a strategy to assist Title I students with meeting the State's academic achievement standards." 

Arts support academics 

San Diego has targeted its arts initiative to its schools with more than 75 percent of students in poverty. 

"We have seen lightbulbs go on for teachers and administrators throughout the year," Graviss said by email. "Instead of 
just one more thing to do, teachers are seeing how this integration model motivates and supports their students. 

She said there have been several benefits: 

 Academic achievement. Teachers and artists collaborate to design units to address academic skills in which the class 
struggles, such as reading fluency. Lessons are based on both the Common Core State Standards and theNational Core 
Arts Standards. 

https://www.sandiegounified.org/learning-through-arts
https://www.sandiegounified.org/
https://www.sandiegounified.org/
http://www.artsed411.org/
http://www.artsed411.org/
http://www.title1arts.org/
http://www.artsforlearningsd.org/
http://www.artsforlearningsd.org/
http://www.title1admin.com/TI2/servlet/GetCase?cite=113+LRP+30534
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 Parent engagement. Some arts partners provide parent workshops at their schools. All programs have some sort of 
culminating event or performance to which parents are invited. The shared experience helps students and parents add a 
new, positive dimension to their relationships, and they often discover talents in their family members, Graviss said. 

 Student engagement. Graviss said attendance is up on arts days. Students who struggle academically take risks and 
persevere when content and skills are integrated in the arts. Students collaborate with each other, demonstrate 
persistence, and challenge and encourage each other as they focus on their tasks. 

 School climate. Grade-level teams work together more because they have their artist in common, and staff work toward 
a common goal. Some teachers also started integrating the arts in other subjects on their own, Graviss said. 

Visiting artists and schools work together, she said. Essential elements of the program are: 

 Co-teaching. 

 Co-planning, with artists and teachers valuing the academic content, the arts, and the power of integrated instruction. 

 Creating a team approach, in which everyone values what others bring to the table and unites around exceptional, 
equitable education for all students. 

Graviss suggests districts interested in incorporating a similar program spend some time getting to know some of the 
professional artists and arts organizations in their communities and look for logical partnerships. 

"If you can get an artist to be an advocate for your school, they are often willing and enthusiastic champions for finding 
resources for your students." Graviss said. "They may be able to teach classes themselves, find collaborative grants, or 
use the wide network artists cultivate to find a program that fits your needs." 

--Dayna Straehley covers ELs, at-risk students, and other Title I issues for LRP Publications. 
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