
 
 

 

In-School Performances 

 

Below you will find our current roster of local artists offering in-school 
performances in Dance, Music, Storytelling, Theater, and Multi-Disciplinary 
genres.  

Performances are offered in the following lengths:  

 30 minutes for grades K-3  
 45 minutes for grades 4 and up.  

All performances can be customized as single or multiple back-to-back 
performances.   

Pricing for each performance artist/ensemble varies. Please see description 
for pricing.   

 

DANCE  

California Rhythm Project 

Beats Without Borders 

California Rhythm Project will lead your students on a journey around the world, exploring the 
universal language of rhythm and dance. Highlighting cultural transmission, our interactive 
global trek includes the rhythmic traditions of Spain, Cuba, the Philippines, Africa and the USA. 
Students will have the opportunity to learn and practice traditional rhythms: stamping their feet 
to Cuban polyrhythm, engaging in African call and response, and clapping along to Appalachian-
inspired bluegrass music. Join us on our journey...no passport required. 

 



 
 

 

TapRoots 

Tap dancing is a uniquely American dance form, distinctly recognized for the contributions of 
African American artists. California Rhythm Project celebrates the tap dance greats who helped 
shape and share the art of tap dancing with this lively and energetic program. Discover the 
legendary dance styles of Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, whose elegant and playful routines have 
been have been passed down for nearly one hundred years!  TapRoots highlights the 
choreography of tap dance masters throughout the years, from a 1934 Nicholas Brothers routine, 
to a contemporary latin tap dance choreographed by tap dance superstar Chloe Arnold. Available 
beginning in February 2019, a great choice for Black History Month and beyond.    

Grades: K-12 
One performance:  $750.00 
Two performances:  $950.00 
Three performances:  $1,100 
 

Please note: A wooden floor is required for the performance. If you do not have a wooden floor, 
the California Rhythm Project will provide one for an additional $150.00. 

 

San Diego Ballet 

The Nutcracker 

This program, presented by San Diego Ballet, gives audiences a behind-the-scenes peek into a 
ballet class that introduces the history of the ballet, demonstrations of basic ballet vocabulary 
and the elements of choreography and movement before an abridged presentation of  the 
seasonal classic, The Nutcracker. 

 
Grades: K-12 
One performance:  $800.00 
Two performances:  $1000.00 
 



 
 

 

Mojalet Dance Collective 

Athletic Motion 

Mojalet Dance Collective explores the relationship between dance and sports in this high-energy 
performance.  Mojalet uses parallels between athletic movement and gestures as a source of 
artistic expression.   Dance vocabulary is emphasized through the concepts of space, time and 
energy in dance.  This interactive program features movements inspired by a range of sports and 
martial arts.  This assembly can be easily adapted for sites interested in a health and nutrition 
focus. 

Dancing Through the Pages 

Dancing Through the Pages uses language and literacy as an inspiration for dance.  Inspired by 
concepts from School House Rock, stories, poems, picture books and novels, this program 
showcases creative movement designed to educate and entertain. 

Enchanted and Endangered 

Enchanted and Endangered is inspired by many stories that encourage environmental 
consciousness (such as FernGully: The Last Rainforest). The story has an emphasis on preserving 
the environment so fairies and creatures of the forest can live forever, and future generations can 
experience the forest. The story is told through dance, acrobatics, music and dialogue. The 
creatures are happy in the forest until campers invade with enthusiasm and carelessness. Through 
the performances, the campers gain appreciation and respect for the wonder and beauty of nature, 
and choose to make a difference.  

 
Grades: K-12 
One performance:  $ 
Two performances:  $ 
Three performances: $ 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Samahan Filipino American Performing Arts Center 

Exquisitely beautiful costumes and narration highlight the performances of the Samahan Filipino 
Performing Arts Center as they present traditional music and dance of the Philippines. Audiences 
experience the beautiful tribal dances of the north, the grace and mysticism of the Muslim south, 
the rural dance of peasants in the central islands, and exotic Spanish influences of the Maria Clara 
dances. 

Grades: K -12 
One performance:  N/A 
Two performances:  $1,000.00 
Three performances: $1150.00 
 

Wednesdays preferable.  

 

The PGK Dance Project 

Dancing Emotions 

Through diverse styles of dance including Contemporary, Jazz, and Body Percussion with “live” 
music, audiences experience how dance can represent and express common emotions shared by 
people of all cultures and ethnicities. Performers use dance and visual aides to explore feelings 
such as joy, fear, happiness, and sadness. Audiences learn a short movement phrase we all dance 
together! A brief Q & A follows the performance. 

 

Grades: 2-9 
One performance:  $750.00 
Two performances:  $950.00 
Three performances: $1,100.00 
 

 



 
 

 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY PROGRAMS 
 

Akayaa Atule & Bolga Zohdoomah 

Fra Fra Life 

Students will be introduced to the significance of dance and music in the Ghanaian culture 
through master drummer and singer Akayaa Atule (uhKAH yah ah TOO Lay) and Bolga 
Zohdoomah (BOHL gah zoh DOOM ah). This high-energy assembly demonstrates how both 
music and dance are used to express emotions and celebrate occasions. Program supports 
standards in Music and Social Science. 

 

Grades: K-12 
One performance: $ 800.00 
Two performances: $1,000.00 
Three performances:$1150.00  
 

Asian Story Theater 
PIG Talk 
 
Grades:  K-6 
One performance: $700.00 
Two performances: $875.00 
Three performances: $1,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Claudia Lyra 
 
Brazilian artist Claudia Lyra brings audiences the rich culture of Brazil using music, audience 
participation and beautiful folktales. Audiences participation and colorful artwork is displayed as 
Lyra engages the audience by playing rhythms, learning Portuguese words and singing using the 
audience’s main senses of hearing, sight, taste, smell, touch…..and LOVE. 
Grades K-4 

One performance: $ 365.00 
Two performances:$475.00 
Three performances: $575.00 
 

Peter and the Wolf 

Prokofiev’s classic tale, Peter and the Wolf comes to life through the talents of master theater 
artist Jerry Hager, bassist Rob Thorsen, dancer and choreographer Faith Jensen-Ismay and 
singer, songwriter, guitarist Steph Johnson.  The original adaptation features live music, theater 
and movement. 

Grades: K-6 
One performance: $700.00 
Two performances:$875.00 
Three performances: $1000.00 
 

MUSIC: 
The Livy Delafield Music Fund offers underwriting for select musical performances. Contact us to learn more!  

 
Brass Trinity 
 
Tales of a Trio 



 
 

 

This lively trio of musicians introduces students to the sights, sounds and sensations of the brass family of 
instruments. Students will hear a variety of music ranging from medieval fanfares to the familiar music of Star 
Wars. 

 

Grades:  K-12 
One performance :        $600.00 
Two performances :      $800.00 
Three performances :    $875.00 
  

 

Classic Brass Quintet 

Shakespeare to Sousa 

A musical journey through history! Students will sample a variety of music from the Italian Renaissance, to 18th 
century Europe, to the diverse American music of Scott Joplin, Duke Ellington and John Philip Sousa.  Classic 
Brass demonstrates the history, construction and sounds of the tuba, trombone, French Horn and trumpet.  

 

World Holiday Festival  

A Winter holiday favorite. Classic Brass shares the cultural holiday music of Mexico, Russia, France, England 
and the United States in unique musical arrangements. Students are invited to sing along with well-known songs 

 

Grades:  K-12 
One performance           $750.00 
Two performances         $950.00 
Three performances     $1100.00 
  
 

Gemini Junction 



 
 

 

Westward Ho! American Folk Songs of the 1800’s 

The music and life American trailblazers 

 

Japanese Music Trio 

Music of Japan 

Costumed in beautiful, traditional Japanese attire, these talented musicians will share with your students the 
classical instruments and music of Japan.  The trio will introduce and demonstrate the six –foot long stringed 
koto, the shakuhachi (flute) and the banjo–like shamisen and play a variety of traditional and contemporary 
music.  Students will participate by singing the beloved Japanese song, “Sakura.” 
  

Grades:  K-12 
One performance: $600.00      
Two performances : $800.00     
Three performances:  $875.00    
 

Ed Reeves 

Music Around The World 

In this interactive multicultural assembly, students see and hear a variety of drums and percussion instruments 
from around the world. Each instrument is played and some of the historical and cultural aspects of the 
instruments are illustrated. Basic music concepts such as call and response, the role of the conductor in an 
orchestra and musical meter are demonstrated. 

 

Grades K-12 
One performance       $365.00 
Two performances     $475.00 
Three performances   $575.00 
 

Sol e Mar 



 
 

 

Drum Carnaval! A celebration of Cuban and Brazilian Music 

The diverse cultures of Brazil are showcased by the music of Sol e Mar. This trio of musicians showcases the 
African-influenced rhythms of Brazil and Cuba in a highly interactive and engaging assembly 
program.  Audiences participate by clapping and dancing while learning about the history and the sounds of the 
percussion instruments that make the music of “Carnaval” so fascinating! 

 

Grades K-12 
One performance: $600.00      
Two performances : $800.00     
Three performances:  $875.00    
 

The Rob Thorsen Jazz Quartet 

Jazz - An American Art Form 

Led by bassist Rob Thorsen, this quartet of well-known jazz musicians leads students through a history of jazz 
music in America.  Beginning with early New Orleans jazz, the ensemble demonstrates various styles of jazz 
including swing, bebop, Latin, funk and more.  The program features the songs, composers and rhythms that 
make jazz what it is today.  This interactive assembly is sure to entertain and educate students and teachers 
alike. This assembly includes demonstrations of the different instruments, the role each instrument plays in the 
group, improvisation demonstrations and a brief Q & A forum. 

Grades K-12 
One performance         $700.00 
Two performances       $875.00 
Three performances  $1,000.00 
 

Felix Diaz - Drummers Without Borders  

 I Love Drums 

This interactive performance program highlights the origins and construction of drums and other percussion 
instruments. Students learn how drums are built and how each should be played. They also learn the concepts of 
rhythm, tempo and how drums are common to all cultures. Students are invited on stage to play a set alongside 



 
 

 

the artist while other students are invited to participate in rhythm-making. 

 

Grades K-6 
One performance      $365.00 
Two performances    $475.00 
Three performances  $545.00 
 

STORYTELLING PERFORMANCES 

 

Peter McBride 

Have Tales Will Travel 

For literature to be appreciated by as many children as possible, it should be shared in as many forms as 
possible. This is the premise of storyteller Peter McBride’s “Have Tales Will Travel”. With guitar in hand, this 
talented singer/songwriter and educator shares his curriculum-based stories, giant-filled folktales, humorous 
folk songs, poetry, rhythms, and novelty tunes in an engaging, adventure-filled, interactive literature “campfire” 
experience. Children leave not only with a new-found love of prose, poetry, song - but with a smile and song in 
their hearts. 

 Grades: K-5 

One performance       $365.00 
Two performances     $475.00 
Three performances   $575.00 
 

Marilyn McPhie 

The Storyteller’s Art 

Using her magical voice, Marilyn McPhie will unleash students’ imaginations and inspire their own creativity 
and appreciation for storytelling. Her extensive repertoire of tall tales encourages the development of positive 
values, often giving young listeners an important moral in many of her stories. 



 
 

 

Marilyn’s programs provide an excellent enrichment tool to support literacy and reading. She can tailor an 
assembly for your specific teaching curriculum. Topics include: animals, myths and legends, the Gold Rush, 
medieval stories, Colonial Times, the Renaissance, Irish tales, Westward Movement, Stories of the Pacific Rim, 
Earth Tales (care of the environment, recycling) and so much more! 

  
Grades: K-12 
One performance       $365.00 
Two performances     $475.00 
Three performances   $575.00 
 

Lianne Rowswell-Mufson 

 

Grades: K-3 
One performance       $365.00 
Two performances     $475.00 
Three performances   $575.00 
 

Abel Silvas 

Running Grunion 

Native American Abel Silvas portrays Running Grunion, The California Indian Storyteller. His stories reveal 
what life was like for his family throughout the history of California from pre-Contact long ago to the Spanish/ 
Mission period, to the Mexican/Rancho period and to American/reservation periods. Students will learn how the 
indigenous California peoples adapted to change and continue to be a vital part of today’s society. An actor, 
historian, comedian, storyteller and mime, Silvas was a student at the Marcel Marceau School of Mime. 

 
Grades: K-6 
One performance       $365.00 
Two performances     $475.00 
Three performances   $575.00 
  



 
 

 

Alyce Smith-Cooper 

The Ancestral Storyteller 

Alyce Smith-Cooper introduces audiences to the world of African-American folklore through her vibrant words 
and expressive vocal technique. Calling storytelling “a mantel which was draped around my shoulders”, Smith-
Cooper encourages students to explore their own personal stories and to ignite their own imagination, 
spontaneity and creativity. Students develop an awareness of a rich and colorful culture and learn to appreciate 
the magical world of the storyteller. 

Stories of the Underground Railroad 

Using the language of the period, Ms. Smith-Cooper portrays Harriet Tubman who tells the story of the 
courageous people who traveled and conducted a system of escape routes used by African slaves as they made 
their way to freedom. 

 

Grades: K-12 
One performance       $365.00 
Two performances     $475.00 
Three performances   $575.00 
 

 

 

 

THEATER PERFORMANCES 

 

Bridget Cavaiola 

Let Bridget Cavaiola and her ensemble take your students into the always surprising and hilarious world of 
improvised theater in this improv assembly. The performers create never before seen characters and scenes from 
your students’ suggestions and bring students directly into the performance. Students learn the fundamental 
skills that allow improvisers to create theater in the moment: Listening, collaboration, and creativity. 



 
 

 

Grades: K-12 
One performance: $365.00  
Two performances : $475.00  
Three performances:  $575.00  
 

Jerry Hager 

The Book Collector 

Books!  The roads to your dreams! 

Join Mr. Jerry as he brings his collection of used, new and re-used books to your school!  See the magic behind 
the pages… the roads to a dream come true and new and exciting ways books can ignite your classroom 
curriculum!  Theater, storytelling, mime, magic and more are used to excite, inspire and imagine the beauty and 
adventure of books. 

  

Feeding Your Imagination 

Imagination is the key to invention and discovery.  Join Mr. Jerry as he takes you down the path of storytelling 
into the world of imagination!  This is a great program for students and teachers alike to explore new and fun 
ways to encourage writing, speaking and presenting stories through the creative process of imagination 
theatre.  Props, mime, audience participation all come together in this wonderful new approach for story 
creations. 

  

Mime: Storytelling Without Words 

A collection of stories presented through the art of  mime.  Artful, imaginative and fun each performance is 
followed by a Q&A session allowing students to ask about the art form and the artist. 

  

Explore 

Teamwork, critical thinking exercises and imagination are just a few of the tools that makes this program an 
exciting adventure in story building, collaboration and discovery. For grades K-2, one of Aesop’s Fables is used 



 
 

 

to engage children to add to these timeless stories as well as become the story!  New endings and lessons 
learned from the age old craft of storytelling. 

 

For grades 3-6, EXPLORE becomes a game show where students compete to solve the answers to questions and 
where participation in learning becomes as exciting as a sporting event! 

 

Grades: 3-6 
One performance      $365.00 
Two performances    $475.00 
Three performances  $545.00 
 

Lorena Santana 

One Kernel of Corn/Un Grano de Maiz 

In this mathematics-based folktale, a young village girl named Citlali outsmarts a greedy village 
mayor.  Through the surprising power of doubling, one grain of rice, grows into more than one billion grains of 
rice - and Citlali teaches the mayor a lesson about what it means to be wise and fair.  A vibrant, multi cultural 
production featuring, shadow, hand and a doll puppet! 

Grades: K-6 
One performance      $600.00 
Two performances    $800.00 
Three performances  $875.00 
 

Teatro Mascara Magica 
 
Los Vendidos (The Sellouts)  
 
Teatro Mascara Magica, one of San Diego’s leading multi-cultural production companies presents Los Vendidos. 
This swaggering one-act play by award-winning Hispanic playwright Luis Valdez uses comedy and satire to 
explore issues of racism, ethnic stereotypes, cultural heritage and identity. Following the 25-minute play, actors 



 
 

 

meet with student audiences to discuss the play’s themes and how theater has helped the actors overcome 
obstacles and set new personal goals for their theater lives. 
 
Grades: 7-12 
One performance: $ 850.00 
Two performances: $1150.00 
 


